Geango Couns vs (Oho) uguat, 1810; 
4 es 
® To Smmon DeWrrt, ‘Esq. one of the 


I re the ground, and make report 
{ doa the subject of the contemplated mm- 
“provement of the water communica- 


_tionibetween Erie and the North 
ae a 


Tie signed submit as their apol- 
ogy fur troubling you, and through you 


your fellow Commissioners, with this 

communication ; the great importance 

of the subject, the interest we feel in the 

success of the undertaking, and our con- 

that any information will be well 

received, from whatever source it maybe 
derived. 

¢ Not having before us the law under 

which you derive your authority, it is un- 

wv known to uz how far your powers extend 5 

but if your report is to embrace the ex- 

pediency of commencing the projected 


work, and if a calculation of the advan- 
tages, compared with the expense of, 
it, is to influence the report, the undgr? 


form a correot judgment on the sul os 
will be usefully received. 


The probable expense of the - 
taking; the incalculablé effect of iti'com. * 
pletion, in securing t Statelbf New-* 
York the trade of an i nse 
tile country, progressil ¢ 
and improvement, beyons 
try that ever has been feclaimed from 
the wilderness state ; and the’ bi eficial 
consequences that would result to t 
western country, are undoubtedly 
understood by the Commissione: 
if it should be doubtful in their minds, 
whether all these, and the other advan- 
tages that would follow the successful pro- 


secution of the work, willwarrantthe great | 


expense that must be incurred at so ear- 
ly a period; if the chance of immediat 

pecuniary profit should appear to be foo 
small, to indemnify those who should ad- 


3 still it is well worthy of considera- 

n, how far a postponement may ope- 
mte an eventual loss, by suffering the 
trad@of this country to get fixed in a 

i ent channel, and by withholding 
i the very means of rendering the 
itable to its proprietors. 


3 and in this State 

(Qhio) ‘ll the towns on the waters of © 
Big Beaver, Muskingum, Sciota, and 
Miami. of the Ohio, get their supphes 
from the’ ime places.—The expense of 
Jand ion, average about two 
dollars per hundred miles, —The distance 
from Philadelphia to Pittsburgh is about 
300 miles, and from Wheeling (where 
ods for the interior of this state are 


go 
\VSzain put on waggons) to the town of 


Clinton, the geographical centre of this 
State, is about 130 miles, making 430 
males nd carriage; ; and somewhatmore, 


ay 
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if sent directly to Wheeling instead 
Pittsburgh. From Clinton to the La 
shore, in the nearest direction, is 

80 miles, and to the mouths of am ‘e 
the rivers between Sandusky antl Cay-, 
ahoga inclusive, not to exceed 100 milegs, 
and the face of the country level; and 
comparably better for roads’ than a 
leading to the sea 

the Ohio, save the ag 
Pittsburgh—those » Muskingum 
and Sciota receive nojirly an equal quan- 
tity of goods in waggons from Wheeling, 
and boats through those-rivers—From 
Wheeling to Louisville (which is 60 
miles up the Muskingum by'land) is 80 
miles ; and from Wheeling)to Chilli- 
cothe (which is nearly 50 miles up the 
Sciota by land) is 150 miles.—From the 
mouth of Cayaboga it is about 50 miles 
by water ; to the portage is 7 1-2 mi! 


—The towns 


carriage from 
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the Ohio, being about 280 miles from 
portage on that river.—The portage 

n the Sandusky river and the head 
waters of Sciota, and between the Miami 
the Lake andthe southern waters, are 

t long; but none of these rivers that 

into the Lake or the Ohio, are navi- 

far up—at the lowest state of their 

waters, fall in the spring 

or be; er, it requires a 

freshet to m, conveniently navi- 
gable. 

‘The expense bf transportation by wa- 
ter from New-York city to Sandusky, 
‘as appears by an account of Mr. Haw- 
ley, laid before the Legislature of this - 
State, including the carrying places, is 
four dollars and fifty cents per hundred. 
—No goods have been taken, except by 
Indian traders, more than twenty or thir- 
ty miles into the country from the Lake 

shore; but allowing it should cost two 
dollars per hundred for transportation to _ 
‘Clinton, the whole expense from New- 
York &o the geographical centre, would 
° 
. 


& 


amount to 6 dollars 50 cents, which is, | 
only fifty cents more than the transpord : 


tation from Philadelphia to Pittsburgh, 
and at least 2 dollars 50 cents less than 


the transportation and water cy 
from those places—We mention, 1 


facts more particularly, because they 
such as the Commissioners are moi 
likely to be unacq with, and be. 


cause they tend to sh New-York, - 
is the natural emporitim ofjour com. 
merce, and will most ceftainly command 


it with early and vigoros exertions.— 
Had the northern part of our State been. 
first settled, and by eastern people, our 
connexions would have been formed at 
first with the State of New-York, and it 
is not improbable that the trade even of 
Cincinnati would have been with that state 
—But the ease was otherwise ; the mar- 
gin of the Ohio was first setiled, and not 
therivers that lead into it—There was a 
voad to Pittsburgh, and the Ohio fur- 
nished a direct communication with all 
their settlements.—A_ regular trad¢ took 
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_ place, and counexions were forméd.— 
And Philadelphia and Baltimore now 


command the trade to within fifty miles 
of the Lake shore—The Commission- 
ers‘need not be told how difficult it is to 


© change the course of trade, or to per- 


ade men to break off old, and to form 


“Mew, connexions. Itis sufficient to ob- 


serve, that i juires strong induce- 
ments, an must see it yery obvi- 
ously their rests to do so.—At 
present, though’ merchandize can be de: 
livered at so much less expense for 
transportation via the Lake, than by 
Pittsburgh, yet few think of procuring 
‘it by that route.—Our roads leading from 
the Lake are yet new and indifferent ; 
but the same cause that shall induce us 
tochange our traffic to Néw-York through 
the Lake waters, will bring about the 
perfection of our roads that lead to the 
southward, and the improvement of our 
interior navigable waters. 

It will be observed, that the above 
facts, and ebeervanigns are confined to 
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tating the communication to the Lakes 
upon the country north of them, nor up: 
on the use that may be made of the wa- 
ter taking out for canals in machinery.— 
‘The latter we consider as auxiliary to a 
project, which if successful, will secure 
the commercial intercourse of nearly the bed 
whole western country, north of the ee | 
with the State of New-York ; and it is un- 
doubtedly reciprocally interesting to that 
State, and to us who live om or near the 
‘Lakes and their waters, and those who 
own lands here, and it is only so in a less 
degree to the country between the Lakes, 
the Ohio, and the Missisippi. It was 
under such an impression, thatan attempt 
has been made to form a link in this 
great chain of intercourse, by improving 
the navigation of the Cayahoga and Mus- 
‘Kingum ; for which purpose a lottery 
was granted by the Legislature of Ohio, 
which remains undrawn, for want of a 
sufficient sale of tickets to warrant acom- 
mencement of the drawing.—Want of 
eapital, and the more profitable employ. 
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ment of it, will prevent the western coun- 
try people from adventuring on private ac- 
counts to any considerable extent, on m- 
provement of land or water communica- 
tion, for gome time to come.—What is 
edone by them, will probably be confined. 
their own country, leaying the more 
istant and important part to be done by 
the capitalists to the eastward,—The ar- 
ticles of exportation, which the country 
bordering on the Lakes, and from thence, 
tothe Ohio, is capable of furnishing abun- 
dant supplies, are Beef, Pork, Flour, 
Wheat, Hemp, Pot and Pearl-Ashes, 
Flax and Tron, and perhaps Liquors dis- 
filled from grain and peaches, and un- 
doubtedly many other articles which the 
improvement of the country will disclose. 
These would be already exported in con- 
siderable quantities, if they could bear 
transportation.—Cattle, Hogs, and Sheep 
are driven in long droves annually to 
Philadelphia and Baltimore, chiefly from 
the middle and lower parts of this State, 
hut with less profit, as respects Beef and 


| 
| 
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Pork, than they inight be driven to the 
Lake shore, there slauglitered sila 
New-York by an unititerrapted water 
cartiage.—The article of Copper, sither 
in the ore or in a minufactired state, 
fom the shores of Lake Superior, will ale 
80 constitute one of the Principal exports 
through the northern Waters. But we 
Presume we need not multiply reasons 
nor facts, to show the vast) consequence 
of a early accomplishment of the projec. 
a improvements, of which the State of 
N ete seem to have so correét ani es. 


Etiourd Paine, Samt. Huntin, 


dibr’m. Skinner, B. B. Parkmen, 


Jokn Wolworth, John 8. Edway 
Hens “dé, 
Nehemiah King, Edw, Paine, ia 


Frederick Fally, — Almon Rugglise. 


ATTICUS, 
To the Citizens of the State of New-York. 


Fe.row Cirizens, 

“+ en or twelve months ago, I ventured to 
fequeft your attention to the fubject of a 
navigable Canal from Lake Erie to the 
tide waters of Hudfon River, an operation 
and improvement more ufefal, and more 
extenfively important, than any improve= 
ment that ever has been executed by any 
nation. Butas the Legiflature of this State 
have entered fully into the confideration of 
that fubject, I fhould not have troubled you 
with another line on the fubject, if I had 
not obferyed that certain refolutions of the 
Legiflature of the State of Te¢nneffee have 
caufed fome enquiries. The Affembly 
haye jnftructed their Reprefentatives in 
Congrefs, to ufe their endeavors in caufing 
the propofed Canal to be perfected. Jt 
hes frequently been asked, what intereft 
can thofe people have in a Canal that is to 
run through the State of New-York ? To 
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this queftion, I reply, that the inhabitants 
of the State of Tenneffee, and confequent- 
Jy every man who lives on the waters of 
the river Ohio, have the same interett in 
the projeéted Canal that you have. It 


would increafe the value of their produce: » 


It would do much more than double the 
value of pfoduce in the State of Ohio, and 
it would add at leaft fifty per cent to the 
value of produce in the weftern part of the 
State of Tennefle, As this is the particu- 
lar State to which reference has been had, 
I will try to thew how the inhabitants of 
Tenneffee mutt be profited by the projec 
ted Canal. 

For this purpofe we fhall firft confider, 
what are the expenfes under which their 
produce goes to market at prefent ; what 
fort of a market it goes to, and what are 
the expenfes under which the returns are 
made. I fay the returns, becaufe every 
farmer who fells any produce, expects to 
veft the greater part of it in neceflaries for 
his family. cs 

It is known that the State of Tenneffes 
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is watered by two great’ rivers, Camber 
Jand and Be ‘The mouths of thofe 
rivers are but 4 few miles afunder, and 
they difcharge themfelves into the Ohio 
40 or 50 miles from its mouth. As the 
produce is to be taken to the mouth of 
thofe rivers, we hall only confider the ex- 
penfe of taking it down the Miflifippi to 
New-Orleans, the diftance of nine hun- 
ed miles. 
Sipnaeet ‘every kind, lumber excepted, 
is carried in fat bottomed bpats, that are 
managed by oars, As thofe boats neyer 
afcend the riyer, they are broken up and 
fold in New-Orleans for fuel. Therefore, 
the whole price of the boat, whatever it 
may have coft, is nearly thrown. away. 
This is the firft tax on the prqduce. The 
boats are flimfily conftruted, with a bad 
covering or none; hence it follows, that 
perithable articles are frequently damaged. 
—This isa fecond tax on the produce, 
Boats floating down the river are often 
Aeftroyed by ftriking againft {nags, plan- 
ters, fawyers or BOS iflands, large trees 
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that fall with the falling banks of the ri 
MRO frequently ftopped in the channel 
by their roots fticking in the mud. Thofe 


trees, deprived of their limbs, their tops, 


often below the furface of the water, but, 
often rifing above it, prove fatal to many i 
boat. Ifa policy of infurance was opened, 
I Prefume the boats could not be infured 
at lefs than feven or eight Percent. This 
is a third tax upon the Produce. The 
boatmen’s Wages is a fourth tax, and a Ta~ 
mentableone. The weight of this tax ari. 
fes from the neceffary circumstances of the 
boatmen being difcharged when they ar- 
rive at New-Orleans. Mott of thofe men 
feturnon foot, nine hundred miles, through 

2 dreary wildernefs, wading fwamps and 

fwimming rivers in a fickly climate. I 

has been computed, that one in every five 

of thofe men perith by accident or difeafe, 

A ferioustax on the ftrong and laboring part 

of the community. Whatever the com- 

mon wages may be, we know that a con. 

fiderable number of thofe people choofe to 
Ship themfelyes from New-Osleans for 
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Baltimoreor Philadelphia, from which they 
travel 300 miles before they reach’ the 
Ohio. The paffage from New-Orleans 
without provifions is 50 dollars. Such 


” are the expenfes. We are now to confid- 


er the markets, 

As New-Orleans is, and ever will be, 2 
fickly place, being fituated in a warm cli- 
mate, amidft exterifive ponds and marthes, 
{t follows, that few wealthy merchants are 
ever like to fettle there, nor will any mer- 
chant live there unlefs he can make a large 
profit on his dealings. Hence it follows, 
that New-Orleans muft ever be a bad mar— 
ket for country produce. The chief ex- 
ports from the weftern ftates are Wheat, 
Indian Corn, Flour, Cotton, Pork, Bacon, 
Beef, Hog’s Fat, Tallow. As Wheat and 
Indian Corn are hardly worth fending to 
N.Orleans, I fhall confider the proceeds of 
a barrel of flour, taking the prices as they 
ftood aft fpring. The average price of 
flour at Philadelphia and New-York was 
eleven dollars the barrel. But the’ price 
at New-Orleans was then five dollars to 
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five anda half, Bacoh Haris were fold at 
the; faine time and place; dt fix to feven 
cents the pound, When we confider the 
expenfes above ftated, we can hardly fap- 
pofe, that the portage of flour to New-Or- 
Teans, could be lefs than a dollar and a half 5 
J think it cofts much more. In that case, 
the farmer got four dollors the batrel for 
his flour, Let us now fuppofe that he 
purchafed two hundred. weight of brown 
fugar. This may be confidered as a ne~ 
ceffary article for a family. «The fugar, 
tay have coft him ten dollars the hundred. 
This I take for the ayerage price. The 
freight of goods, from New-Orleans-to the 
mouth of the Ohio, is fix dollars the hun- 
dred weight. In that cafe the fugar at the 
mouth of that river, coft fixteen dollars the 
hundred weight, In other words, his bar~ 
rel of fugar, two hundred weight, coft - 
him cight barrels of flour. 

Let us: now try to find the value of a 
barrel of flour, when it fhall come to mar- 
ket by way of the projected Canal, and 
whenits proceeds are brought back to the . 
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farmer in foreign produce. On this fub+ 
je we cannot fpeak with certainty, be- 
caufe the expenfes of fome part of that 
line of communication have not been tried. 
But we may be affured, that it will bring 
him nearly twice as much asit could bring 
by the way of New-Orleans. Weknow 
perfeétly well, that when our fellow citi- 
zens fhall have brought their produce to 
either of the Great Lakes, it will come 
from that barkadier to New-York, at 2 
{mall expenfe ; and what to them is of 
much more importance, the foreign goods 
will be returned to them at the fame price 
per hundred: * 

- It is underftood that the navigation of 
the Canal will be perfectly free, except 
that fuch a toll muft be paid as will be 
fafficient to keep the Canal in repair, to 
pay the hire of men who thall ‘attend the 


locks, and of horfes wlio thall draw the 


boats. 

It is at prefent very uncertain, by what 
channel our brethren in the State of Ten- 
neffee will carry their flour or other pro= 
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duce to one of the Great Lakes, They 
may go or the Miffifippi and the Mlinois 
ver to Lake Michigan ; or they ma 
afcend the Ohio, a gentle itary Es 
miles, until they come to the Wabath Riy- 
er. They will then afcend that River, 
until they are near its head, from which 
x will have a fall Portage to the Riv- 
¢r St. Jofeph, or to the River Miami 
the Lakes. e 
If they choofe to afcend the Miffif; i, 
the diftance from the mouth of the Ohio 
to the mouth of the Illinois River is 205 
miles ; and thence to Lake Michigan is 
470 miles nearly. In this route there will 
be a fmall portage of fix miles, when the 
Waters are low, ftom the Ilinois River to 
Chicago, a River of the Lake ; but inthe 
Spring of the year, a floop of eighty tons 
mlay pafs from one of thofe Rivers to the 
other. Whence it is clear, that at the €x~ 
Pence of fix or feven thoufand dollars, a 
Canal, without a lock, may be made, by 
which boats may pafs in the dryeft feafon. 
‘The chief difficulty in this line of commu- 
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nication will be found in that part of the 
Miffifippi that is to be afcended, between 
the mouth of the River Ohio and the 

mouth of the River Miffouri, 184 miles. 

‘The remainder of the paflage will be per- 

formed in a gentle ftream without danger. 

How much per barrel may be charged for 
the freight of Flour, from the mouth of the 
‘Ohio to the Lake, we cannot determine. 

Butit is certain, that boatmen will be hired 
on this line, at much lefs wages than is 
paid for going to New-Orleans. Thefe 
‘boats, intended for conftant ufe, will be of 
@ proper conftruction ; and the health of 
the boatmen will not be endangered ; for 
they will return in the boat, bringing for- 
eign goods. The reader may fuppofe, 
that three dollars the barrel will be paid 
forthe freight of flour, or he may count it 
four dollars if he pleafes. 

But I deem it probable that our breth- 
ren, in the State of Tennefice, will always 
prefer taking their produce to market by 
way of the River Wabafh. In this cafe 
they will afcend the Ohio, a gentle ftream, 
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78 miles ftom the mouth of the River 
Tenneflee to the River Wabath.---They 
will afcend that River about 225 miles, 
taking the eaftern branch ; from which 
they will pafs, by a thort portage, into the 
Little Miami, by which they will be car= 
tied to Lake Erie. Wabath is a fine Riy- 
er about 2so yards wide ; and though it 
has three or four rapids, none of them is 
pafled with difficulty or danger. This 
fine of conveyance, or the greater part of 
it, is already ufed by the inhabitants of St, 
Vincent and others in that territory. This 
line will be’ preferred to the other, becaufe 
it fhuns the impetuous current and dangers 
of the Mifiifippi ; and becaufe it is at leaft 
200 miles fhorter, exclufive of the floop 
navigation from Lake Michigan to Lake 
Erie. 

We are able, with fome degree of cer 
tainty, to determine what would be the 
freight of a barrel of flour through the re~ 
mainder of the paffage to New-York. It 
is known, that the freight of a barrel of flour 
from Albany or Troy to New-York, is 25 
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to 30 cents ; call it thirty. The freight 
through the Canal, that will be nearly free, 
may be ftated at double that fum, 60 cents. 
The freight, along Lake Erie, fhould not 
be more than the freight from Troy, but 
we fhall fiate it at 35 cents. This makes 
1zgcents. This would make the freight 
from Tenneflee to New-York four dollars 
and twenty-five cents per barrel. But 
flour in this city, as above ftated, was fold 
at eleven dollars the barrel. In which 
cafe there would have been a balance of 
fix dollars and feventy-five cents for the 
owner. We now fuppofe as before that 
the farmer needed two hundred weight of 
brown fugar for the ufe of his family, and 
that the fugar at ten dollars the hundred 
coft him twenty dollars. The freight of 
that fiurgar, in a barrel, from New-York to 
the upper end of Lake Erie, at the above 
rates, would be one hundred and twenty~ 
five cents ; and it certainly would be car= 
tied from that place, chiefly down a ftream, 
to the mouth of Tennefice for the like fum. 
The whole freight oh twohundred weight 
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of fugar being two dollars and fifty cents. 
——But it could not be carried from New= 
Orleans at lefs than twelve dollars. This 
makes a difference of nearly five to one, in 
the backward freight. According to the 
prices ftated, we obferve that three and an 
halfbarrels of flour carried by way of the 
Canal would bring the farmer in Tennes~ 
seé, 200 weight of fugar clear of expentes 5 
but the fame quantity of fagar by way of 
the Miffisippi from New-Orleans would 
coft him eight barrels of flour. This 
makes a difference of 128 per cent. But 
if we fuppofe that the freight of a barrel of 
flour from Tennefice to the Lake would 


* be five dollars inftead of four—in that 


cafe four and a quarter barrels of flour 
would bring the 200 weight of fugar. 
"This would make a difference of 88 per 
cent. But left inany cafe I fhould have 
fated the expenfes, above or below what is 
proper, let us fuppofe that the farmer in 
Tennefice will only gain fifty per cent by 
means of the projected Canal. Such a 
gain would claim his attention, for it 
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Would greatly increafe the value of his 
eftate. 

Th the above eftimate, I have taken fugar 
as the moft proper imported article from 
which we can draw our conclufions. Be- 
cause fugar, as I conceive, is the only article 
among our imports, (an article in much de- 
mand,) that may be purchafed at New- 
‘Orleans as cheap as at New-York.—Now 
if the freight of fugar or any other articles, 
from New-Orleans to the mouth of Ten- 
nefiee, cofts above four times as much as it 
would coft when brought from New-York 
by means of the projected Canal, it can 
hardly be neceffary to thew, that every ar- 
ticle of foreign growth, that thall be con- 
fumed in the weftern country, millenary 
and light goods excepted, will be purchas- 
edin New-York and carried to the inha- 
bitants by way of the projected Canal. 
Wor can it be neceflary to ufe many argu- 
ments an proving, that ifthe projected Ca- 
nal fhould be perfected, New-York would 
become one of the moft fplendid commer- 
cial cities on the face of the earth. 
ATTICUS. 
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Ir may be faid with great truth, that 
the projeét of making a Canal Communi- 
cation from the Great Lakes to Hudfon 
River, is by far the moft important that 
has heretofore been prefented to any of the 
United States. Reflecting on the advan- 
tage that muft be produced by its comple- 
tion, the mind is loft in wonder. On ex~ 
amining the Map of the United States, it 
will readily be feen, that the whole of that 
immentfe tract of country weft of the Al- 
Jegany Mountains, which forms a part of 
the States of Pennfylvania and Virginia, 
es well as that which comprehends the 
States of Kentucky, Tenneflee, Ohio, the 
country bordering on the Illinois River, 
and alfo that which lies weft of Detroit, 
and the whole thores of the Great Lakes, 
excepting the north fide of Ontario, can 
hhave no communication to the Atlantic, 
fo eafy and cheap, as by means of a Canal 

from Lake Erie to Hudfon River. 
The produce of this extenfive tract of 
country, pafling through this State to the 


. 
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metropolis will make it probably the lar- 
geft commercial city in the world, Our 
Citizens refiding in that diftriét of country 
which lies weft of the Seneca Lake, will 
derive immediate benefit from the Canal, 
as they will find at their doors a ready fale 
for their wheat, which, at not more than 
twenty cents per puthel, may be brought 
to this city. The facility and cheapnefs 


with which their produce might be con-— 


veyed to market, would raife the lands in 
that diftri@ to more than twice their pre- 
fent value, and every other part of the 
country would be proportionably benefited. 
A trade in Plafter of Paris and Salt 
would be opened, by means of the Canal, 
to an extent that cannot be eafily calculat- 
‘ed-—Salt, for inftance, might be brought, 
to Albany, and fold at a profit, for three 
fhillings per buthel, after paying a reafon- 
able toll for the ufe of the Canal. A con- 
fiderable quantity of Plafter of Paris is now 
fent by way of Ithica to Owego, and from 
thence down the Sufquehannah as far as 
Wilkefbarreand Northumberland, and fold 
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at thofe places for fifteen dollars per ton, 
which is one half what it cofts them to 
bfing it from Philadelphia ; and refpecta- 
ble perfons on the Sufquehannah ftate, 
that the price of land on that river, has 
rifen in value twenty-five per cent from 
the introduétion of Plafter from the State 
of New-York, at fo much lower rate than 
they were heretofore fupplied from Phila- 
delphia—The country on the North Riv- 
er, as well as moft parts of this State and 
Vermont, might be fupplied with Plafter, 
by means of the Canal, at a lower rate than 
from Nova Scotia. One moment's reflec- 
tion will ferve to fhow, that by a Canal 
Navigation, the trade in this article would 
be aftonithingly great, and moft parts of 
the State exceedingly benefited. Another 
highly important advantage, that would be 
afforded to our citizens in the weftern part 
of the State is, in being enabled to fend 
Butt Staves to New-York—One thoufand 
Butt Staves being twelve hundred pieces, 
will weigh ten tons, and may be brought 
(paying a reafonable toll) to Albany for 
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fixty dollars, and for freight to New-York; 
handling, carting, &c. forty dollars, mak- 
ing a total of one hundred dollars 
price at Quebec was Jately three 
dollars ; there will remain there! 
ue at the head of the Canal at 
of two hundred dollars.---. ighty be 
deduéted for expenfes of cominiffions and 
contingencies, the balance will be one 
hundred and twenty dollars’ for twelve 
hundred Staves, made of white oalt, which 
is now reduced to athes to cleatthe Iand. 

It is needlefs to go further into: on 
the importance of conneéting the waters of 
Lake Erie with Hudfon River, as thelin- 
tention of this communication, is merely to 
draw the public mind to refleé, on the 
great advantages that would refult from 
fash an improvement ; and if the import~ 
ance of it is rightly underftood, and duly 
appreciated, it would moft certainly be 
compleated, without waiting to make cal- 
culations of the coft---as the immenfe ben- 
efits and advantage, that it would produce 
to the State at large, cannot be calculated. 


